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The Tweed Shop
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Business History

The Tweed Shop

One of the location s of the shop was:

Emily Farn sworth Store an d Post Offlce

Address: 410 Main Street

Oty Southwest Harbar

State: Malne

Owned by: Ritchie - Edith Elizabeth Ritchie [15905-1994)

The Tweed Shop in Southwest Harbor, Maine 3 summer entarprise was typial of Tweed Shopsall
aver the country at the time. This photograph was aken in 1951, butthe Tweed Shop fad started in
the 1930sand continned wal Into the 1960 Thereare still a few Tweed Shops scatteredaroand
the country in 2012,

There wasa "Briti sh Tweed Shop” or a "Scotti sh Tweed Shop” ora “Town and Country Tweed Shop”
or a "Conntry Tweed Shop” doing busin ess in Northeast Harbor fromat least July of 1942 until
1965, Bar Harbor hosted "Olive’s Tweed Shop” or the "Bar Harbor Tweed Shop” atvarious times
Fromat least 1945 to 1968

During the time when the Tweed Shops were popular they often opened summer beanches inup-
scale resort communities, in charming little shops or barns dedked out asa New Yorker's idea of a
conntry shop. They usumlly feturedat lest onefloor loom and often sold trendy upscaleantiques
and uniguegifts alongwith yardage handbags, ties, socks, kiltsand jackets and bespoke dothing.
The Southwest Harbor Tweed Shop seems to have beena good esample. Just inside the door at the
right of th e photagraph one can just see a wooden trunk painted by Peter Hunt (1896-1967), ar in
the style of Peter Hunt. the folk pain ter at Provincetown, Massachusetts, a good exmple of oneof
the trends sweeping th e country at the time. A trunk liketh eshown in theph h, in good
com diien, wenld, in 2012, bea valwble antique.

The history of the Southwest Harbor Tweed Shop cin be pisced together from newspaper accounts
from the Bar Harbor Timesand a litte researdh.

“At52ZMadison Avenue, thereisa new anddistinguished | LTl lled, with simpl e darity, the
Tweed Shop, Won derful imported tweeds are strewn aroun d th e litthe rocen in bolts, and hanging in
the doset area few charming two-plece suits, some of the strictly tilored in the chisic millaar
sense and other very Chan el with patch podketsan d trick pleats and other dressmaking details.
You pick your material and they mak eyour suit for you in a way that, | hear, approaches the
inimitable. Two ingratiating festures of th e placeare that you cn buy the bveeds by the yard if you
like, and that thereare some suits you cn take hame with you If they ha ppen to fit. Amang other
things tossedaround are somelightw sght cishmere sw e ters, cut very waisty in divinecolors, and
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