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Dobéss - Jefferscon Grant Dokl

Diobhs Productions of Bar Harbor has been raking docurmentaries about Maine foe almost three
decades, Ohver twenty fillms o all seen on Maine Public Televishon and many of them have been
baoadeast on national PBS. Jack Perkins, formerly a MBC News commeniator, hested all of them, with
three exceptions. * Wil Minine™ a story ahout Maine" uhmdanl wl.dlul:.-f::ammljmmfw Slkiff, a
Former UMM reporter and Maine resident , and =
was hosted by Tim Harrison, president of the Alml:nLdﬂhnuK:\lanm The erd Entitled
“Porrruir of an Fdad: The Seory of Mowss Desere Esfand, "was bosted by Jelf Dobbs, himseli, and was
written by his friend Gunnar Hansen, star of the cult film “The Fexns Chaie Saw Massacre, “The film
was mever adred on Maine Public Television, ban it did receive some notoricty in the Bar Harbor Times.
Over the years Dobbs Productions Maine documentaries have bocome a staple on Maine Public
Television and many people, mostly Mainers, have enjoved these films and especially the nerial views of
the stute., but descumentaries isn’t the cnly thing that Dobbs Productions does, so what else do they do
esides tell stories shout Maine and it” people!

Jeff Dobbs graduated froem Emenscn College, in 1972, with a hachelor's degree in Mass
Communications, majoring in film. He began his carcer in still photography: but scenic and marine
photography and his interest in manitime hissory ked him w allect hundreds of old photegraphs of
steamships, and all types of sailing vesscls , from coasting schooners, and full rigeed ships to America’s
Cup contenders. Dobbs used & sopia technkjue 1o gve the photos a postalige keok, Hundreds of these
photos still hang in local restaurants, hotels and homes.

In the mid to late 1970, Jeff had two stores, both named Deowe e ehe Sea frn Ships , in Bar Harbor
and in Northcast Fasbor, where he sold his sepla photographs and nawtical brass.

When cable television first came to Bar Hatbor, Mr. Diobbs lensed time on the local access chanmel and
started Dobbs Productions. He roited soime old vides equipment from a prodicion company in
Banger and with the help of an old college roommate, Doug Wornick, Sreated * Idarid Lipise 5
Mabrse's first cable wourist information channel The frst two seasons of “slanad Dpcliee ™ were
broadeast from his diring room, with Jeff not cnly being the host, but the camensman too. g
Epadere ™ included advertising for kacal restaurants, shops and muscums, and sories abown local history
and tourist activitics, inclading golf, fishing, and hiking reports. All the reporters were local business
people, including the cditer from the local newspaper, Evensully “fslend idliee ™ bocame MD1 TV
and grew to include shert productions abeut the history and people of Mount Desert Dibind and Acadia
Mational Park, In the mid 1980 Joif cnlisted the belp of Penrmy Purcdl a local actress and friend, who
co-hosted the show for many years. Eventually MDI Ty hecame The Acadia Channel, which features
information shout the area and shorer versions of the documentaries Mr., Dobbs bas produced over
the past 17 years

The story of Dobbs Productions includes M. Dobbs best friend, Bing Miller, who eame to work with
Mr. Disbb in the carly 1980"s, The two have worked woscther so kg that when people call Dobbs
Produstions, they can never el their wices apart, Mr. Miller sharcs the sume interest in Maine History
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