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The Kellams Rowed Their Dory, Tracing An Island Story

“The Kellams Rowed Their Dory, Tracing An Island Story™
by Laurie Schreiber

“Trernont — For nearly four decndes, Nas snd Ar Kellam rowed their 20-foot weoden dory, the BLE,
on regular round-trips hetween their vear-round island home snd the mainland.

The Kellims bousht Pheentia Iiband. in Blue Hill Bay, i 1949 in onder @ live a life of sechisson and
self-sufficiency. From Bernard boat builder Clifton Rich, they houglht the dory that would serve as their
wehicle for the runs they made vo Bass Harbor 10 pick up supplics and mail.

Today, the BLB i back in the shop, this time under the care of Rich®s sraisdson, Robert “Chiummy™
Rich.

Sixty yoars after it was built, the BLE is in pretty good shape. But the hoat was upside down in the
weeds o0 Placentia for about 10 years, so the top planks, and the wop of the frames, transcem and stem,
had rotied our. The iron fastenings had also disincegrated in the cak frames.

Placeritia Island now beloigs to the Maine clmpter of The Nature Conservaney. The Tremont
Historical Socicty acquired cwnership of the dory from a member of the Kellam Eeily,

Thie dory will be an ourdooe display at the sociey’s Country Stre Museum in Bass Flarbor, said the
society’s president Muricl Davisson. So they asked Chummy Rich if he would take on the job of
stabilizing the condition of the baat for the display.

Rich said he readily sgrecd 1o the project in memaony of his grandfather and the Kcllums, Rich Helmke
is the lead builder on the projeci.

Mgeording o the 2000 book “We Were an Island: The Maine Life of Artand Man Kellum,” by Peter P
Blanchard 111, the couple met in 1934, & year after graduating from college. When they marricd, they
moved to California, where Art was o World War l-era seronautical engineer for the Lockheed
Corpomtion.

Baut the Kelbms had leng contemplated a chamee i lifeseyle, sccosding s “laland™
They wanted & simpler life that eschewed the conveniences and pressures of modem living. The couple

embarked on “an extensive scanch befors they could seloot, purchass, and fnully st foot upon an
island home,” Blanchard wrote.

They liked Placentia, he wroge, becmsse it was isobited, habitable and affordable; its terrin was varied,
there was plenty of woods, a year-nound stream traversed the island, and the heaches were acoessible by
small hoat.

The Kellums arvived on their 552-acre island on Juinc 8, 1949, wwed with a hoatksad of gear, in the
BLB, by Chasmany's grandiather, Clifton Rich,

The name of the boat, BLB, stands for *Bear koves Beum,” their nickiames for each other. The
nicknames reflect the kove story char endured throughout their lives.
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